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November 3rd, 2019 

If the Lord Wills 
James 4:13-17 

 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 

Oct 27 Luke 8-9  Oct 31 Luke 17-18 

Oct 28 Luke 10-11  Nov 1 Luke 19-20 

Oct 29 Luke 12-13  Nov 2 Luke 21-22 

Oct 30 Luke 14-16  Nov 3 Luke 23-24 

  

Lesson Introduction: Our passage this week focuses on 

the brevity and  frailty of our lives. We should not boast 

about what we plan to do; instead, we should seek the 

Lord’s will for our lives and be obedient to that. 

 

Cross References:   

Matthew 6:24-34 Trust God for all things 

Luke 12:13-21 Guard against Greed 

Luke 16:10-13 You cannot serve God and money. 

Luke 19:11-27 Parable of Faithful Servants. 

 

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  

• Boasting in ourselves is evil. 

 

• We should seek the Lord’s will for our lives and be 

obedient to His plans. 

 

• When we fail to do the right thing, it is sin. 

 

James 4:13-17 English Standard Version 

Boasting About Tomorrow 

 

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will 

go into such and such a town and spend a year there and 

trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what 

tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist 

that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 

Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 

and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your 

arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows 

the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

 

Discussion Section 1: Realize the Brevity of Life (V. 13-

14) 

- Is it wrong to plan for the future? 

 

- Why does James emphasize how short and frail our 

lives are? 

 

Notes:    

    Verse 15 indicates that it is not wrong to plan for the 

future, as long as our plans are based upon what the 

Lord wills. In fact there are many verses that encourage 

making plans (see Proverbs 6:6-11; 21:5; Luke 12:35-48; 

14:28). What James warns against is presumptive living 

that does not put the Lord first in all things. Proverbs 

16:9 says, “In his heart a man plans his course, but the 

LORD determines his steps.” 

 

David Guzik explains: 

James rebuked the kind of heart that lives and makes 

its plans apart from a constant awareness of the hand 

of God, and with an underestimation of our own 

limitations (you do not know what will happen 

tomorrow)... Charles Spurgeon shared: “Notice, that 

these people, while they thought everything was at 

their disposal, used everything for worldly objects. 

What did they say? Did they determine with each 

other ‘We will to-day or to-morrow do such and such a 

thing for the glory of God, and for the extension of his 

kingdom’? Oh, no, there was not a word about God in 

it, from beginning to end! ... There are two great 

certainties about things that shall come to pass – one 

is that God knows, and the other is that we do not 

know.”  

 

In Matthew 6 Jesus taught His followers to trust God for 

all their needs, because we don’t know what tomorrow 

brings (see Matthew 6:27, 34). God’s Word frequently 

reminds us that we need to seek Him because our lives 

are fleeting and frail. Observe these passages: 

• Psalm 39:5  You, indeed, have made my days as 

handbreadths, and my lifetime as nothing before 

You. Truly each man at his best exists as but a 

breath. Selah 

• Psalm 144:4  Man is like a breath; his days are like a 

passing shadow. 

• Proverbs 27:1  Do not boast about tomorrow, for you 

do not know what a day may bring. 

• Isaiah 2:22  Put no more trust in man, who has only 

the breath in his nostrils. Of what account is he? 

 

Discussion Section 2: Seek the Lord’s Will (V. 15-16) 

- How do we know the Lord’s will? 

 

- Why do we need to make our responses conditional 

by saying: “If the Lord wills...?” 

 

- How does our boasting demonstrate arrogance? 

Why is such boasting evil? 
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Notes:    

v. 15 God desires to make His will known to His children. 

He gave us His Holy Spirit so that we could know Him 

and what He desires for us. 

God’s will is knowable and provable. Romans 12:2 

says, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.” This 

passage gives us an important sequence: the child of 

God refuses to be conformed to the world and instead 

allows himself to be transformed by the Spirit. As his 

mind is renewed according to the things of God, then 

he can know God’s perfect will. (gotquestions.com) 

 

The more time a believer spends in the Word and in the 

Spirit seeking to know Jesus, the more he develops a 

redeemed mindset and worldview. In 1 Corinthians 2, 

the Apostle Paul taught that Christians can have “the 

mind of Christ.” 1 Corinthians 2:11-16 says: 

11 For who knows a person's thoughts except the 

spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 

comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of 

God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the 

world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 

understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And 

we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom 

but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths 

to those who are spiritual. 

14 The natural person does not accept the things of 

the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is 

not able to understand them because they are 

spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges all 

things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For 

who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to 

instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 

 

As we seek to know the Lord’s will, we will not presume 

upon tomorrow. We will seek to live each day in 

obedience to the Lord’s will. Even our plans will be made 

under His Spirit’s leadership and in an attitude of prayer 

and submission. 

 

v. 16 The Greek word for “arrogance” appears only twice 

in the New Testament. The other time is in 1 John 2:15-

17 where it is translated as “the pride of life” and is 

attributed to a worldly viewpoint. John says: “15 Do not 

love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves 

the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all 

that is in the world— the desires of the flesh, the desires 

of the eyes, and the pride of life— is not from the Father 

but from the world. 17 The world is passing away along 

with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 

remains forever.” 

 

James had already warned his readers against having a 

worldly wisdom that is arrogant and full of selfish 

ambition. (see James 3:13-18) 

 

Discussion Section 3: Do the Right Thing (V. 17) 

 

- How do we know what the right thing is? 

 

- Why is it sinful to fail to do the right thing? 

 

Notes:   

“Knowing the right thing to do” comes in much the same 

way as knowing what the Lord’s will is—we pray, read 

His Word, seek the mind of Christ, and listen to His Spirit. 

But just knowing the right thing is not enough—the 

Christian walk hinges on obedience. We must obey the 

Lord wholeheartedly. In Luke 6:46, Jesus said: “Why do 

you call Me ‘Lord,Lord,’ and not do what I tell you?” 

 

James did not say the person in this verse was doing 

“wrong” things. Sometimes we feel that disobedience is 

only when we do those things that the Bible would call 

sinful. But James takes it a step further by saying that 

failing to do the “right” thing (the thing God desires for 

us to do) is sinful as well. Sometimes this has been called 

committing “sins of omission” as opposed to “sins of 

commission.” We are held accountable not just for what 

we do, but for what we neglect or refuse to do. 

 

Application questions:  Use these to allow the Lord to 

reveal where your heart is and where He desires it to be. 

 

Are there areas of your life in which you make plans 

without consulting the Lord? 

 

Are you trusting the Lord for your future? 

 

Do you boast about yourself, or is all your boasting 

about the Lord? 

 

Do you seek everyday to be obedient to the Lord and 

look for ways to serve Him for His glory alone? 

 

What is God’s will for you today? 

 

Bro Stan 


